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CQYEBS THE 'th UURI\'& WHICH I BEIAINE’D A'I
THE POST OF B’k\TO‘i’ BAB.BA(A&S, \'EAB 8T. LOL’Ib,

"MO., AND msmcw FROM APRIE 105 1803 w'._-
DECEMBER _29 1863, THE L&TLS’I‘ DATE Bu\'(,'-
THAT OF MY DISCHARGE l-‘h'.().'t{ THE SERVICE OF -
CTHE- UNITED STATES A% PRIVATE OF COMPANY |

“i; » F:min EIGHTH Ruxuu,\'r OF IXFA}«TRY .

'[LLI\*‘)I‘& v (}LC\'TPP R,

1. AT the ﬁr&t timw"rt [-eoncluded tlmt i a.ccount.' ,
.of m\"h!e at Benton Barracks would neus:mnlv ih-
cimle # lengthy dissertation apou the echmque of .

army !r‘fe—~—the pu,uhar Arrangenients existing there,

treating of the various aﬂlu:h; and their separate du-

ties, and methudzs of pertorming them; but 1 h;nef'
since smonded my plan so that I will only give in thid &
pisce- a general account.of my experiences at’ the
post, and when | am bouund to-meution anything be- ©
youd the Tegitimate litnits of suel u project I will ens \
~ dewvor to be as brief as possible. My nominal. Uﬂ’lCL, e

88 I have alre: uiv' stuted, ut the couclusion of thé pre-

ceding eimpter, Wity timt of Pmt Bug!ur, _ but upfm‘-

i}

POST BUGLER. - e s ) .1.‘1’3.«

R

. tbe day of my arnvul I Wi set . to me ! L the othcg -
*of the Post Ad)ut‘mt, «md assisted. In the preparation

and making out of what was ‘called a “Tri-Mounthly.
Post Return.”  That document u)mpgtsed an. official:
stutistical ac wunt and hn-;ton of thé post for-the pre-

- vious ten days ; thie number uf uﬁucrs wud men, their

several names, ranks, conipanies, and regiments, and

- the nature of the details of those who were on «pecml
duty's also the numu, rank, und regiment of al wha
had died or heen transferred during that period 5 and ,-
. fuch other information pxm,nbul -by ‘the rnles of - -
" 'the Adjumnt (reuexu) s Office. -1 was not long in be<
. coming familiar with the rcqmwnwnta of thut bmncﬁ
.of the Lusiness, hut 1 whs altogether relieved of it -
within.a - few iy, and installed At a separate desk,
- ’h.nmtr m oy dmwe the issue of passes to go - in or -,
" out of the cinrp, lines. 1 ‘soon began to recruit my
© health, amd it abouf a month 1 had procured s small

sharp- tomed hugle, and ‘ofé morning -1 surpnsed the
Post BawdNy sonnding’ the “first call with a num-

“ber of - \en)dhnn\puasﬂ)le on thut ‘instrament. The
post of Benhm Barriicks was situated on what was

called (mmd \wmw‘ amnl mduded the Fmr Grounds

belonging to the. Agricaltural Society of St. Louis " -
~..and a large truct of land adjoining on the weet. The' '
. whole of the Fair Grounds, with the numerous build-.
.+ ings, large and small, belungmg ta 1t were‘monopm- .
lized, and used u8 a sort ot General Hospita! This
: (xemral Hospmd was -ulmost. entirely mdependant of
_ the poat, and was camed on under the direction of
“Burgeon: Ira Russell, U. 8. V.  Colonel-B. L. R
: Bormevxlle was,, as 1 have said our poat commmdat.

'.n
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-Ha wss s uhort fut o!d gentlemun of F rench- Canadlan -

extraction.  He had been in the military service: of

- the United States for forty or. fitty vears, and had al-~

. *rm&y been retired, :md WHS nOw resfored to the active

" list, and doing duty as Chief Commxssa.ry of Musters

_for the Department ‘of the Missouri besides being

',,Comm:nder of the post. The Colonel had seen ser-
- viee in. all of the‘\:mous WArs . the country had "been
: eagnged in durmg the many yeéars. of ‘his career, but
‘what he appeared to be most particularly proud of -
R ) the fact that when wmpamtwclv 4 youth, und -

~only & Casptain in the army, he:had explored the

Rocky mountsins and gote through ever 8o’ many ad-

- ventures.and halr-brea.dth escapes, and had been giveri -
up as lost for & time; his aceount of which had been”
_edited or written by no-less personiage in htcmnm .
‘thau Washington. Irving. I -saw the book. It wis -
_sbout the size of this of mine’; and althongh it would-
be presumpmous m. me to u‘muse wmxgust 2 wnter, -

stilk I cannot forbear saying ‘that I have seen many

. works of: the Prince of Anierican authors in which lu, :

displayed ‘his gemms to a degree rmnwxmu‘abh beyond

- thit which. he sppesrs to have emploved in edmug or
writing the. Colonel's narnitive. "The Post Com:..
mander had for hiz Acting’ Assxatant Ad;)u tant. Gme o
ral & handsome, dashing, snd _young.. Lieutenant, A,
J.. Newby, who belonged to- some . Jowa regiment. .
Iseﬂteuat Newby not only’ had s handsome fuce und.
s fine carriage to recommend him, but he was besides .

& very good, kind, snd: gentlemanly officer. Above -
* all be was s master of the ‘‘Spencerian” system uf -~
band-writing, and hw mnmamhxp was 48 bandsome_ .

r_'_"‘h\u&l e \tm~}\ contented if he - hud‘the. nmnt,ermpted '

-, -enjoyment of: tuu pnv;]eges, us- he was pleased fo term ’
themi.  The htst wus immunity, from “botheration ”
“when at work.ut pis “ reports,” and the 3eoond vu'

. the.exercise of Jnnustmmed liberty in" the queer no-
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e }ns face. - Hls mgnature W4S. 1 model for all to
" copy. - Our Post ‘Adjutant; however, sudly: luterfered e
‘with Lieutenant' Newby’s desighs, if -he hud .any, on .
the affections of the Post Commandant’s pretty niece: -
, Lleutenaut N.. Brossean was from Kankakee, I)lluosS, ‘
o and wik not.conly. of the same ettrmtmn as the Colo- - .
‘nel; ‘but he was withal » hundsome, modest young fel-- =
_ low, and; what capped his qnallﬁ(,atwna. he was u de- -
o 'wout Romau Gatholie in religion 3 so that, no matter .
_ - how often the lady went out riding-under tlie escort -
ot the ponderons Actmg.Assnstant Ad]utant General,
1t wag Lientenant Brosseau who invariably got the -
e ._honor of .gatlunting lrer to and from church.’ JTowa “.:
..., Twen, or men’ belougmg £0. reglmems from thit State,
o were in the great m: qonty aroutnd Headquarters. In.
U5 the Post-Adjutant’s Joftice -begides myself was
L \Ic]{emv, a little rcd-compfeuoued -shrivelled up old
.,."11\411 from the north of | Tréland. Mac WH8 8- pament., ,

relizble, aind steady man with' his ﬁgures and pen,and

tions” he had. o’t‘ the laws of health. He ‘would

~ rather pay . twentw-ﬁ\e ¢enta at any time ‘than -
- indalge in “square meal being content-with - = -
. bread - aud water, provxded the . former contained s .
" proper proportion of phosphorus or other alleged brain.

.food, and he liked to sit nnder ‘the flow'of s water

pipe and aliow the cold fluid to run down his naked . |

- back for an -hour st &.L‘_xme. ’I“he‘v pasthuﬁqw
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itself was s lurge, substantial manaion, situsted in the

centre of the parsde ground,.and the Post Adjutant’s

6ffice was in a building of more modest pretensions

near by. Next -door to our oﬁiee, ba? in *the same
buﬁdmg, wad &he U. 8. Military Telegraph Office, and
that was prtmded over by Mr. and Mrs. ‘Marean.
 They were a childless couple, she Tat, curly-headed,

‘and jolly, he thin snd straight-faced. The headquar-

‘ters men used to make of the telegraph office & sort

of rendesvous ; that is, such of them s were specially .
musically inclined. There were in it guitars, flutes,

and I believe & pisuno, sad we alwsys got- the air of
" the Istest patriotic song or hymn for:the first time st
Marean’s. In the mais building there were Captain
Guerin, » citisen, Chief Clerk to the. Commissary of

Musters, and Jones, Windsor, snd Wadswortly, clerks..

" The lstter had slso the duties of Postmaster added to

his share. Amoe M. Currier wus on the other side of -

" the hail, as Chief Clerk to the A. A. A. General. A.
M. Cusrier wus & nice little, intellectusl looking man,
and ss hobest snd kind ws his uppeursnce betvkened

him. He wore long silky Lrown whiskers and. full
beard and moustache, md on the whole was such «

person sa goody-goody boye like to have. for a school- i

master. There were some other clerks there—u Zuch

King and a King No. 2, but I have forgocun the"‘ ;

names of the rest. They were all men of lowid regi-
ments, snd Mount Plemsant, McGreggor’s Landing,
Washington, or Des !tmn«es,‘lows, xnvnmbty marked

the letters they received. xy duty was now confined -
nly to officers and men -
p for basiness or pleasure,

to the issming of passes
who desired to lesve dw

c -
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but also to such other persons "(kci"\‘iHnl\é)"wh()se basi-

. ness or curiosity required that they should come into
or go out of the lines of the rost. Most of the lutter.

were male and female peddlers of frmt, fancy guods, ste.
2. Asthe ﬁne weather came on [ fouud my sxtu;taon ‘

“quite comfortable and easy. The routine of my- lubor .

way fight, and 1 found at my dmpoeui conalderub!e

leisure time to go and come. | frequently visited the =
- ¢ity und what places of interest there were there and

in-the summndmg country. Befure the sammer wis

‘jmuch gdvanced 1 hud purchused u fleet pony of the - -
__mustung breed, and on its hack I often rode for miles

around and through the adjuccnt couptry. [ pre-.

- seribed for my health’s benem. fmquent and furious -

conrsings ulnng the = ng’s Highway,” & roud that
rin érom the river above the city to the river a loag:

~ way bevond i below, uften going as fnr as. Carondelet

~withott turmug [ visited the scene of an early tri-
uniph for the Union muue—-—Cump Juckson—just oat-

- side the gity, ahere a military cump of Rebels was
surprised in 1861, the men (mptured snd the State

assured to remain in the Union. During the sammer

“we nsed to gu past the La Clede Iron Works, and -

thence on to an uncient. ferry on the )(tuumpp& river
to bathe. The plucewus none of the best, owing to
the. treadaery of the current, and tradition was plenti-

- ful that catfish thereabott were as large as porpoises, :
" and when canght invariably had within each one ef

them from a quarter to a half of a human bedy. I

~remember that ['used to look upom the whole ferry

and the scene as. the sume us that memonhlc on do- ’
&acnbed i« Un-cle Tom s C&bm. : ’




158 k;amn,vx OF A PRIVATE SOLDIIR.

Ahom this time the (r;{\ ernment found itself with
s large number of men on its hands who had been

rendered unfit for field ser’é:e by ‘reason: of wou ds

 and ampmutations, and the geder authorizing and
recting the formation of the Invalid Corps "
promaulguted. On’ genem] principles the. ol)Jects of
the order were applauded by sll, as it -was considered
‘no. more than Tight and just that the ‘General Gosv-.
 ernment should retain in its service and - ‘pay a8 many
. of its dissbled veterans as it needed and who were capa-
ble of performing clerical and other duties akin to them.
Men with but a single leg or arm, instead of being
thrown back wpon the friends -und.. oommumtles
which they had left behiud them; in the receipt
merely of a paltry peunsion, were suitably placed in. po-

- gitions where the Government could utilize their tal-

ents and at the same time well aftord to pay the ordi-

nary wages. Under these artungenients there was a

good regiment organized in St. Louis by Colonel Al-

exauder, an old veteran of the Regulur Army. lhem

never was a word uitered that I heard in any man-
ner derogatory to the orgamzauun until the authori-
ties in Washington decided that other than those who
were wounded and maimed might be received iuto the

corps ; but now it was that many grest aud notorious :
cowards, men who were {uN of fear of the dangm‘s in-.
cident to an active career in the field, officers us well -

as soldiers, made s grand rush for admission to mem-

bership in the ** Invalid Corps.” Certificates of Dis-
-ability were almost dignifred with a market value, and

the prices soon ascended to a high figure, and becunse

“ Chronie Diaghaa ™™ was the. prevailing complaint’

-y N
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-alleged by such dishonorable meuin their apphications
for transfer, the whole corps fell mw}x?npu te; and
although the designation of it was officlully Lhungul
from ** The Invalid Corps” to ** The Veteran Reserve
(mrps, still it rarely got that name save on ;mper‘
and in very polite socicty. In all vther pl.ms it was
szrnumzed as *The Dinrrhoea Corps.” ‘In my posi-
tion and by my ussociations 1 was enabled to see a
areal dea} of Lhe inside umkmga of the or vzunza,non,

and I can truly say that it was really disgusting when

not amusing to hear the stories of svwme wpplicants for

“trausfer. Dr. lra Ruaell used to tell us some of

their stories: how one otticer offered three hundred
dollars for the necessary certiticate ; another Lendered '

& mortgage on his farm ; others begged und prayed to

the medu?mthoutma for their ussistance. Al this
time therdwus no dificulty in a proper person be-
iug trausferred.  Poor George Rodney of my compsuy
watited a wmnmte very badly, but he. aucceeded only’
i b{U)Illlll" a4l inmate as a convalesecut of the Gene—
rul Hospital.  Thiere one day he proved imself enti:
tled to some imlul&uuw, for hesuccumbed. to the ef-
feets of disease contracted in the service, and died
and . was buried. It was. Rodnev aguinst whom the
Colonel, on that memorable night before I‘hanksglv-
ing, the previous year, hud especially directed his de-
nunciations becsuse George had his -musket with him,-
and from that it was to be inferred- that he intended
to use his weapon aguinst defeuceless people. The

‘climax of interest in the “Diarrheea Corps” wes

reached when, not long afterward, a law was pmpooed g

‘m the Nsuoml Legwlatura hanug for its ob]ect the
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oomohdxnon of the corps mto compact regiments,

and the incorporation of the whole with the . Regular
" Army.  Under the pressure of the intense spirit of
'pttn;txsm or' super-patriotiam then prevailing; and
"amid the confusion and turmoil incident to the state.
of war the country was then iu, the act was passed,

and the, eminent promoters of the measare had per-
formed services that entitle them to be vividly remem-
bered, perhaps differently by different people. 'Under
this law the grossest injustice and unfairness was en-
acted, for while thoussnds upon thonsands of good
- -men were wounded ur otherwise dmahled.\ the\ dd
. not.care for or seek “to -fasten themselves upon the

vaemment for life,:but 'were content to return to -

their homes as pdtriotié citizen. soldiers, on the con-

trary, with the incorporation into the Regular Avmy 4

of the Veteran Reserve Corps, the ofticers buhmmnn
to that organization became equal in the tenure of
their commisgiohs to those who lud devoted: rhexr
lives, from extreme vouth to old age. to the wnxu- of
their country. The result was that on the Lonchmuu

~ of the war the country found upon its hands a bateh
of officers whom it could ot get rid of except on half
pay. Lt may be interesting in the near future to see .
Colonel Bonneville, U. 8. A., and uthus of his class
and services, on a social und official equal_xty'\u,t!l

“ Colonel Swushbuckler, U. 8: A.,” erstwhile a-corner

lounger in some country town in the far North.
Many persons like the last-named gwtleman (7) will
seeretly thank the luck that deprived them of a limb
spiece wheu they complucently draw half pay, while
the more un!oﬂamte commde ot equal mnk and ser- -

.
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vices, turns the crank of his hand-oryan on the ¢orner
of the street and receives the pitifally small [wns‘iuh
mvarded to him by his grateful country.

3. There wus. no complaing p: sible to he mcuie in.
relation to our domestic economy, - Here occurs a
break in the almost constant talk of matters in rela-
tion to what was for ‘onr eating: there is not now
much solicitide about rations, and we had no’ longer.
to think of the wherewithal for dmne; hefore: we had
disposed of our breakfast. “.Our mo« Towas. com-
posed of “most of the clerks engaged in and about. the
Post kulqn(trtel%. and'we had a ¢ook all to ourselves.
'S.un Fry was office-orderly to the € ohnwl command-
ing and general purveyor for the mess.  He was in
everv respect i firdt-elass **gobbler.”  Sam was be:
sides a jolly fellaw, of gredt expericuce and zdwm’i full
of fun.  Inl his caveer he had been an auc eer;
aclown i Dan Rice's eivens @ die had, driven a stage-
eonch for vears, and when'he enlisted he had Jus£
dropped the handles of his ploush, Cincianatus like,
on o funeup i lowa, - There were also three or foar
men from the Genersl Hospital—apothecaries, hospi--
tal stewards, ete, —iun the complement.  We oecupied

wimmte house, and altqgether ‘were very comforta- 1

“ble.  Sam Fry drew m«fulm rnuom for all of us except

Jones, . Jones got ummnutuuou mone\ instead, and’
paid a stated swm for his board. ~ The rest were
taxed uhout one dollur u week, snd with the fund
this collected Sam Fry provided such seasonable arti-
cles of diet as were not inclnded in the legal ration.
How the cook got Wer pay [have forgetten, but I have
an indistinet reeoltection of there b@‘ving been an un-

o
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“derstanding all around that she was expected to steal
enough to compensate her for her services. The
troope stationed at Benton Barracks at the time I am
‘writing sbout were slmost entirely composed of unex-

ehanged puroled - men, with & small force of others .

scting as & provoet»guard but other troops made of -
the poet .a sort of tempomrv stopping - place on the
journey going south. Whemriny such did favor as with
_ their company there was great excitement at headquar-
ters. On ordinary-occasions it was the merest matter of
form to mount the guard. The work was often done

bv either MeHenry or mv-telf eacly in-our turn acting -

#s Adjutant and Selceum-\:{z\)or all in. one, and the

Post Band often outnumbered by two'to one the whole

detail for guard duty. When it bappened that a battal-

ion or regiment of men came to be our guests, tln .

first thing that usaalty pecurredeto .“LI{L‘DF\ was to

make s dejail for the ensuing day, tuking care to -

draw & requisition for sufficient men and ofhcens to
make the cergmony xmpmmw Oune such- octaszion
was on the 12th of Octoher, 1863, when, about noon-

tide, we were startied by t!xe strong and measured - -
soands of many bugles, and by w great amount of

drumming and fifeing.  Mc Henry was, Jin cestasies,

and none of us were ve-y sorry for the pmmme of ‘an.
enlivening of the routine of dutv We had not long
to wait before we were cheered by -the. mght of u -
stardy colggen of infantry en route. This proved to .
be the Tenth Minnesota Infantry Voluuteers. It had.
just retarned from General Sibley’s.expedition againat

the Dakots or Sioux Indisns. ‘The forces of the ex-
pedition had pursaed the red-skins to and beyond the

MIN \lmn'\ rmmp» G/l'\\Rn«M')l'x\'T. 163

Missouri River, ‘nul ‘clthmwh the fen had seen very

hard service, still the whaole brigule of which this re-
ginment formed w part harl Tost only eight men.  The
officers and men of the regiment were as a rule .tall,
finc, able- bodied men, ronzh in exterior and ‘hronzed
by expasure, and to a dot they filled the requirements
of a ool pieture of rlw ideal pioneers of onr W estern
umntr\ The u-vnn(-nt was well armed with the lat-
est improved pattern of the Sprnwheld rified nnuket.
Friead \{dlonr\ did not wait long. but sent a requisia

v tmn for the attendance on the morrow of a nost re-

spectable sized detail, and during the afternoon, when

“the Ninth: regiment fmm the same State arrived in

camp, it-only eaused McHenry to. make out another

~detail to wugment the number to report. During the

whole of th: At ev eing nothing was talked sbout in our

set save the grand gu.ml monnting there was to be on

the next morning. - There were to be eighty privates,

a quota of non- mmnmmmmd ﬂﬂxcers and’ three shoul-

der-strapped gentlemen to hoot. * * Barly next morning .
we were astir. Mcllenry had conned lus;part a8 Ser-
mnmt Major welk, and wiis wmtmg ‘But alas for his
hopes of distinetion ! the Post Band had not vet con-
chuded its morning. salutation of reveille when the

band of the Ninth Miunesota struck up the ¢ General

Asserably.”  Soon afterward the regiment was in line,
column formed. wnd the command, ** Forward ” given.

*Then they left us as they came, without a word of ex-

plmm,tum, not even submitting their. reports to poet

- headquarters. When - the time came for Guard-
'mount,;ng we were compelled to be content with the.,
usual beggarly detail of Provost Guardsmen for dat;
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- The performance of my dlme-l us Puuas Uerk hrought
‘me in contact with¥many c{uecr and mterez,tmg ehur-
scters.  About ‘the middle of A.uwnst 1863, a man
‘who said he belo:‘i"’(‘xl to a certain reglment of Tllinois
Infantry becume. very familinr; wnd a8 he was a sort

of enguging pefion, he rurely Luled O SeCUre & paxs
'frm'n me when the favor wm n m\, “discretion; | o,

not  pow remember whdt it was that particutarly

arvased my suspicions that all' wus not right with hlm
but thev wer# arvused about the time mentioned. ~He
slwavs had plenty of money, and appardntly wanted

;. for mnig_mg, but complete Hberty. - Finally T hit upon,

# plan that was immediately sucecegsfnl, and I declined
to issune & pass to hinn 1 pleaded ws my excuse the
standing onder in relation to the amount jsxitable and

the risk I ran.in overstepping. the limit prescribed,

This was an obstacle to his going to St Louix, and
forced his secret.  Ile nsed his oec upation of a soldier
as a cloak or cover for the hn-unoss he wax really en:

gaged in.  That was the “hoving T or passing of

countérfeit money. He then got the required pass,
As soon us he was gone I eonsnlted with my zuperior,
and proper measures were concocted to mect the emer-

geney, - L‘fn&cr instractions from Mr. Carrier, I went .

with the soldier into the city, among his conrpanions
Lhere and tl'smagh their haunts.. By some means or

~ o8k she, gang (for there wus quite -
1 in eluding the officers of
the lmv et npon hm track. It wus said at the time
that the detectives in the servxcc of the Government,

or st lesat some of them, were in collusion with t.he'

Yogues. However, the husiness was broken up for s
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time. I mention.this civeums titiron more pam( ularly
hecanse during the time I pk z\{nl ,mmrour detective 1

viouws life.

=aw more devil mvnr than T had during my whole pre-

Ou the Istof N ptcmhu [ lwmwd # furlough or

lo we of absenee for Hfteen day=, and u[wu that T pro-
ceeded to Loda, Hinois, and theee passed the ensuing

two weekao bt was a remarkably pleasant season of
the vear, and [ remember to this time that day sue-

ceeded day in a round of interest.  Tp to that time

‘the farnmers of that section hind been kept comparu-
tively poor. Corn'was ditt chedp, and in some -,
stances actually wsed a3 fuel’s but during that vear the

p(*;)ple had sown flax sced and had realized eUormons

profits, owing to the great. demand and price paid for

Cthe product fo@ hospital purposes.  The farmers had
alzo cultivated sorghum or Chinesé sugar cane, and

that had vielded ivxlmf\¥f<r‘l\"”-<¢) mueh 55 that the re-

casks to pat the svrap-ing and sl it fetel red a high

price pm‘ },IA.“HH. I ehis way thc conntry folk were
paid for the two or theee previonsvears of hurd times,

aed they were all clicerful aud happy in so far «2 ma-

sounrees of the countey were taxed to their wtmost for -

»

tertal prospertty was concerned: Al this contributed |

in o great degree to enable me to Mmmphsh my ob-

“jeet. which was to have a plessant time and mlatatmn
from’ the routine of my duties at Benton B_aurack& _
During the early autumn of 1863 the political af-
fairs of the Stute of Missouri were) to put it mildly, *
in uvery-bad whv, Goverior Gamble presided at Jef--
~ferson City, the uxpmxl of the State, and he was thor-

oughly hated mxd despised by what was dwgnsmd

)
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f.he“lf)‘v‘&l "element of thie people of the State, while he

was upheld or defended by those who were of contrary
affliations. There wasg an cleetion approaching, and
_great excitement eusued. Pohtics engrossed the at-

tention of the citize n to the excluzionof almaost:

everv ozher topic. NRirvet (nfnvlt, chul‘ehes, pnhln'f
hals, markets, and évey onr military camps-were the
scenes of wordv warfure.  The severe measures of

General Curtis” early - the year h‘:’&d‘ tiught, the
would-be outspoken svmpathizers with the South a
beswon that they had not forgotten, © Adton Peniten-

thary Wik not far away, Gratiot street Prison was ut-

‘ ?mn«{. contiscation laws were 1o fwrw Sand above allii

EY

®as easy for dectared rebels 1o hn trans ported inuto the '

SNonthern lines. S0 far as the opposition daved o o

they wentd [ remember listening to a =peech of the.

celebmted patriot wot Union min, General “=Jin
Lane,” of -~ Kinaus Jayhuwker ™ fame. e wis o Rande
wwal of rhe Radieals.  He bn“xrﬁni death, “contise-
ton; baniashment for Rebels in over ontenee, oidche
Cwax pot left without support—his words weris recdived
with tamultuons applanse. He was re phed 1oy Géne
eral Frank P. Blair, Jr., }vho even at that time bl

50 changed his views from what they had been during -

the earlier stages of the war, as 10 be called a Cop- -
perherd.”  Jeflerson City was at that. time in part’
protected by a regument of the Miszouri State- Militia

(the First Regiment). There were two kinds of mili-

tia in the State—tiie Missour State Militia .md the

Enrolled Missouri Militia—und the greatest confu-

sion was caused by that circumstance.  The prinie

distinetion between the two sorts was found 1o the na- -
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" ture of the sentiments. they hekd toward the Federl

Government and the ideas they entertained in regard
to- States rights. especially the rightx of tht State of
Missouri.. The first mentioned wert intensely loyal-ta

©the Unionr of the States. “What the others were may.

be inferred, but I cinot undcmzl\L to duscnbe ‘thein
any further than by ~.1.\mg that cach sort. wis, at

~the throats of the other on the -zlwhwst prmucanun

When = Jim Lanes™ spcedl reached the. capital, the

~ toval M. S. M. 's-became: \uldl\ elltllllml&stlc, and. the ™
" men of it there only ce ued to, eheerand roar aver it
“when they Nad dcnoumed the (m\emor at s own
. _dum' - Un this. m:uu of tlm mlhtmmen wnre thnmn

iuto prison, but the rest of them rallied, carried the

'pnsun liouge by storm, and released thmf commlc

“This wad “altogether too ladlm ™ :.md Lapmm
Buarnes to me, “and the corannence is that the regi-
ment has been sehttered—two companies on the Trou

- Monntain Railroads two on the Pacific Railroad. and -

two more here” \cwml of the officers of the regi-
ment were oveu - then under-arrest for ading and abet-.
ting flw e 1 the commission of \\lut‘e\cr the 0{-
fonee \\'44 that was fard to thewm. i oo

\lmuL the Jast of. ()ctuhvr we mwn-ed News. rhut.
went to cmmlm pxmmus FUMors’ o the éffect. that a

solidier amed Rnbon-&,ouf the First \ebmka Volun-

teer Infantry, wus to be: exccuted at our post Yor deser-

~ tionand fetony.  The nntlcn;muou of the event gave

Tise o a great deal of -zpeudatmn but it never came .

off, at least during my time, withough «the sentence

had been regulurly approved by the highest anthority.. .
When I first u_r-n\gd at Boutonw Barracks thie place oon-
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tained & hu‘ge munbvr of men, and these we urgamzcd-

into companies and battalions. Under the rules and
regulations governing the army, c‘ud_\ cCOMpUny wis
eatitled to a certuin quots of women a8 lanndresses.

in mmes of trunquillity these women are wives of sol- v
diers, but in our camp it was otherwise, except in a -
very few instances. - W hether or no, when men were
Upxchanged wndordered to the field it was ultogether

out of the questiow to thmk of - sending the women
with them. so that when. the camp. wus depletéd of
soldiers there remained a'large ntumber of thexe wonien.
_and their presence within the lines soon “developed intw
a nnismsnce. Bemg attached to no regularly mustered
eompany, Lixey conld draw no rations, and therefore it

is easy to see thut no matter how they obtained the’
means of Inmg, it was certainly ‘wqmml inan-irreg-

ular manner.  ‘They retained their old qmutm , and
from thence the unfortunate creatures sallied forth as

foragers. Nothing. Wi safe from d«»predutmn th_o’-
commiary depot wus . “robbed, H)_L woed  piles were
msded apon, and the stores of the villuge™ were

bﬂrgi&nzbd It rtqmrefl a strong effort. but hnml\
they were all extirpated, almost htemlh at the point
of the bayonet. Captain Fillebrown; the communder

of oar Prowmt ‘Guard, did the work i u very “gal-

lant” bat at the same time effectual smanner, * Tlien
the women swarmed intu the buildings: attaclied to
the General Hoepital.

from one building to another until what were left of
the unlucky women were all congreguted in a shant_\
sdjoining the dead-house.

They were not-allowed to rert '
kmg, however, before the Hoapatu folks chused: them- L

" The enémy were finally

Es
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- driven oul of this last resort by a'stratagem.  Hospi-
tal Steward Fervis procuted w couple ofdevil-may-care -

fellows, who allowed themselves to e publicly carried
into the dead-house, and in such somanner as i nsured
the fact that at Teast sonie of the. obinoxivns women
could not fail to sce them g in

precmcti of the hospital for a lees hauuted nclghbor-

- hood.  From that time the whole post. was com;mm-
- tively clear of the unwelcome “laundresses.” "
. During the late summer and early’ antmnn th’e:,'
gcourge of small-pox mged fearfully in the General-

At midnight. the-
" women were startled by the sounds of the supposed .
dead men groaning and raving a3 they renched their.
' ents through the thin -walls of the house: The .
~ frightened crogtures lost no. timé in arriving at the
- conclusion that the devil was there in person, nd
'thev.-h.ustll\ quitted their lust rofuoe and Jeft the -

Hozpital, and A rreat many died before: thev could bhe’

tranzported to * mad\ Island,”

Trad been est: Lblmhml \H the people around us were

i wrml fear of the umt.wmn

There were muuy young women who ha.d ‘voluntesgred

to serve, and wcne erving s nurses in, the hoep&tal. I

Before ontermg wpon the service it was required, a8 s

pmmutmuarv measure, that thev in conimon with- dl '

in the \{stssxpku'v-
river, where a sort of exclus 1\01\ smull-pox  liospital

What was niost sad was
the careledsness exhibited in providing aguinst danger. ~

N

others, should submit to the operatron of being vac-

‘cinated.  Ow'the face of it this was a very good and
proper :regulation, but unfortunately sufficient cdre -

wis not exercised m the gelection of the vaoome mat-

o

&

i

 ter used and. mmxy persous fell u nct.xms. Thele:
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who did not contract the dlv ul <11~ea-e were but little
better off than those who did. | nmcml)m [ho cuse

" of one young woman who had been heantiful; ~he he-

longed. too, to s hierd h Fgr erah lc-fmn% in the mf\
of Saint Louis, .unl it was nothing hit genuine patri-
otism that had impelled her tor .l-'Ntlm(‘ the dutics of

‘hospital nume. They \,unnntul heras they did the,.
B rest, but alas ! the agent was xmlvw} pm-umm- S

Wisd le:gml with the seel< of the most horrible dis-
ease.  In a short time she got to e a most pmful oh-
jeet. * Her breasta drop \»-.‘E offcnid then death relieved
her from a miseruble UKF‘M'IF‘?‘,’D. Others got off witd

“no ess tharBwithered arms, an b oagly scerofulons nurk-
About the first of Angust there were al onr ¢ nnlx
five companiesof the B teventh \[Hﬂtmrl Cavalry Vol
canteers,andd rhrw wvmpmw u_f the Hu\«-urh (i
Cavalry Volanteers, and " portion of the Neeonil
Regiment Missotiri Hawvy Argillery, l)';s‘leb?«‘ a Provost
Guard of one company of the Ninth Reviment Wie-
eonsin [nfantry Valinteers: « The thres o pan es of
the Eleventh Ohio Cavalry were on the wayv to the
Rocky mountaing to do duty in that region tn protect-
ing emigrant traing from the cl(*prwhmnm of the In-
diang. - One company was almost entirely récruited from

'"dmners from the free-lance Jolin Morgan's forces, and

the other two companies were com posed-mostly of hovz,
The regiment had participated in the rmn through
Ohio after General Morgan; and the (ieét'r'tﬁrs' had b(}ph
glad to better their condition by taking service on our
side. [ hecame acpr 1ed with Sergesnt Sherloek, of
Company “ E” of this regiment, and also with Ser-

goent-Major Lewis. The latter had already scen.

2
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service, having becew an offieer it the batrle of Stone

criver, and capturedsas Pwas, at that Iandles He was

thereafter ]mnm-thl\. (hnh.umd i h'ui nu\\ re-
ente redd lh(~ SEPVice us aveteran, Homy memory serves
‘mu well, he told e that - he was _of the nimediate
party thar captured  the guerilla General Morgan. -
At home the Sergeant wis a fawyer, and as he. expect-
ed to be stationed fora long time in some wmfunablv
quurrers 4t u frontier fort.. he had pm\ldul himself
with a well =elected brary.™ The companies departed
for the West on the I()Ih uf August, ]hcﬂ\mmnd
Miz=ouri H&n\ Artillery was a Yerv poor specimen of

- a regiment.  There Was o dhuphnc whateverin 1t—
o regularity at all,-exeept indeed in the drawing of-

rations amd in being irvegular in almost everything
else.  The whale regiment was soun nf[o'\wrd mitis-

tered - out of the s¢rvice. The Elevently _\ilﬁ.-;onn

Cavalry was also a orry conditioned orednizatioft. I
wis (~u-mm:nu1t'< 1 by (‘“]”m WD Wood, who. i-t'\mi
a'vp-rvwinwl Witk i peav ek ative of Gove rnor Gamb e,
Manv of the officers and men had figared on the
wrong side att the capture of Catip Juckson in 1861,
and although the w«mnun had e xisfed as an organizie
tion for threv quarters.of a veary it hag as vet seen no

Cticld zerviees AMogether the regiment was not hiked

by any ot usL g It was nfrm -nh)o(tmi to treatment
aé 0 it was not Lo be trusted.. There must huve been’

- something 1.u1uail\ Wrong fmm the Dbeginning with

Missouri. It soems fo ~m«mlm that she should have
hu[l such good, \n»;t\ e. and gulant soldiers away from
humc,un_@;i_ih';'w; 2ide of the conflict; and sueh misers- .
ble defeuders within her borders It was a common



